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polioe  station,  Nonmarket. 

AUCKLAND. 

25th  October,  1945* 

JO^’S  states, - 

I  on  r.  duly  qualified  rogistorod  nodical  prcctitionor.  1  on 
registered  in  now  Zealand,  uneland  and  Itfilaya,  1  an  Senior  surgoon, 

General  Hospital,  gingaporo,  a  rxmboc  of  the  Malayan  Jfcdical  service. 

I  an  an  ox-civll  intern oe  of  war,  singaporo  ^rca.  1  wus  born  in  Non 
Zoalnnd  on  15th  March,  1901jj  I  on  at  present  on  lcavo  in  Non  Zealand  and 
qy  address  is  28  Di  Inert  h  Avenue,  Rena  ora,  Auckland. 

Cl  t;us  at  tty  post  in  singaporo  when  the  Japanese  captured  tho  tour 
Apong  ethers,  l  ras  interned  on  26th  February,  1942.  until  tho  6th  l&rch, 
1942,  1  was  confined  in  an  old  houso  on  the  uatorfront  at  Singapore.  On 
that  date,  all  the  civil  internees,  Including  myself,  wore  [torched  sovon 
uilcs  to  Chang i  civil  prison.  The  women  and  children  wore  quartorod  in 
ono  seotien  of  the  prison  nd  the  men  in  another  soction. 

At  all  tines,  Japanese  soldiers  woro  in  chargo  of  tho  internees 
and  prisoners,  though  the  administration  ohengod  frau  tine  to  time. 

The  following  important  persons  were  intornod  with  :x»- 

Sir  shenton  Thotx.s,  Governor  of  Straits  settlements, 

General  McR^o,  Indian  Medical  service, 

Sir  pcrcy  i,pulT/ain,  Chief  justioo,  straits  sottlomonts, 

The  Chiof  justice  of  the  Federated  Iploy  straits  (I  cannot  recall 
his  name), 

hr.  Spits,  Governor  of  sumtra, 

W.  Charles  Howoll,  Attorney- Goncrol  of  Straits  settlements,  and 
ir.  Hugh  Fraser,  Colonial  secrotary. 

On  an  averogo,  thero  would  bo  about  2,500  non  end  about  5°0  worxt 
and  childron  in  Changi  prison  Cai5>.V  They  comprised  various  nationalities, 
thoro  being  Now  Zealanders,  mglishnen,  Australians,  .jacricans,  Dutch, 

South  if ricans,  Canadians,  a  poniard,  a  Rumanian,  an  Indian,  scvoral 
Chinese,  and  some  .jrooniens.  ^Altogether,  thero  woro  about  27  different 
nationalities  ropresentod  in  the  prison. 

Conditions  at  changi  prison  woro  not  satisfactory.  There  was 
gross  ovcrorowdlng,  which  wus  the  chief  oci^plcint*  The  prison  was  only 
meant  to  hold  600  persons  in  all.  At  tines,  it  ccntalnod  over  3*000  porson 
of  both  soxes,  which  caused  Luch  inconvcnicnco.  However,  the  water  supply, 
eleotric  light  and  sanitation  woro  satisfactory,  as  wore  tho  cooking 
facilities. 


f, 


The  colls  in  which  some  of  tho  intomoos  woro  confinod  woro 
meant  to  hold  ono  porson  only,  but  throo  internees  wore  placed  in  oach 
cell.  Thero  was  one  platform  only  to  sloop  on.  The  cells  were  small.) 

I  cannot  roixmber  the  exact  measurements,  on  account  of  tho  over-crowding, 
tho  colls  could  net  contain  everybody  in  tho  prison,  so  that  tho  workshops 
and  every  othor  spare  room  was  occupied  by  the  interneos. 
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;  Aftor  repeated  requests  to  the  Japanese ,  wo  wero  aliened  the  use, 
of  tho  prison  hospitals,  one  for  women  end  ohildren,  the  other  for  the  non- 

For  about  tho  first  year,  duo  mainly  to  our  oun  offorts,  no  had 
sufficient  food,  and  at  that  time  1  do  not  think  any  person  died  from 
starvation,  though  there  was  illnoss  from  malnutrition  (the  result  of  an 
unbalanced  di^t).  This  began  to  appear  fairly  curly  in  1942. 

^On  10th  October,  1943 Jail  internees  in  Changi  prison  wore 
paraded  soon  after  dar m  in  the  :iin  yard  as  if  for  a  routine  roll  call. 

Soon  after  this,  tho  Japanese  military  police  arrived  and  arced  soldiers 
picketed  all  doors.  A  number  of  internees  v/cro  called  out  by  none,  labcllc 
and  segregated.  Tho  intornoes  wero  than  order od  book  to  their  block  yards 
where  further  labelling  and  segregation  took  placo.  Muanwhilo\a  search  n ai 
undo  of  tho  personal  belongings  of  all  internees.  During  this  soarch, 
there  was  looting  and  wanton  destruction  by  tho  jcp-noso.  Tho  invostigatic 
ended  soon  uftor  dusk  the  same  day  and  internees  were  allowed  to  return 
inside  the  prison.  IV-ny  of  thou  had  hud  no  food  since  6  p.u.  tho  previous 
day,  and  some  suffered  collapse,  owing  to  tho  day  long  exposure  to  the  sun 
without  feed. 

in  consequence  of  this  investigation,  57  internees,  including 
tysolf ,  were  removed  from  Changi  prison  by  the  military  police  on  or 
uftor  tho  10th  octobor,  1943*  ’/ith  one  exception,  th«.so  woro  all  inter¬ 
rogated  at  japanose  military  police  centres  at  Singapore.  The  course  of 
the  investigation  revealed  that  the  Japanese  were  trying  to  establish 
that  there  was  a  spy  organization  in  Changi  prison,  which  roccivod  and 
transmitted  messages  by  wireless;/ 

I  v/as  detained  with  others  in  c  block  of  flats  in  smith  Stroot, 
Singapore.  Altogether,  I  was  interrogated  by  tho  Japunese  about  26  times, 
and  after  ono  such  interrogation  I  was  boator.  by  tho  jap^.noso.  i  will 
rofer  to  this  incident  later  in  my  statement. 

I  will  first  relate  what  happened  to  a  chineso  lad  nanod  Li rmf  I 
do  not  know  his  full  nano..'  He  wus  alloyed  in  the  Japanese  of  fie  of  tEe 
internment  camp  ~nd  was  arrested  and  plaocd  in  the  same  coll  that  I  was 
occupying,  although  I  did  not  actually  witness  his  beating,  tho  condition 
of  bruising  and  open  wounds  when  he  was  returned  to  tho  cell  uftor  inter¬ 
rogation,  was,  to  uy  mind,  conclusive  evidcnco  of  the  brutal  treatment  ho 
had  received.  He  was  one  of  the  first  to  be  interrogated  by  the  Jcpancao, 
and  after  several  of  such  interviews  ho  was  so  sick  th~t  he  was  unable  to 
teJsc  any  food  whatever,  find  whenever  I  gave  him  water  to  sip  ho  inned lately 
vomited  it  back.  ry  opinion  he  was  suffering  from  an  intra-abdominal 
lesion,  probably  a  ruptured  liver.  The  wholo  of  tho  back  of  his  neck  and 
upper  part  of  his  baoi:  nd  the  whole  of  his  buttooks  woro  extonsivoly 
bruised.  This  incidont  occurred  between  11th  October,  1943 »  end  17th 
Octobor,  1943*  on  which  day  ho  was  romoved  from  tho  cell,  to  my  mind,  in 
a  dying  condition.  ,,11  I  could  got  from  him  v/as  that  tho  Jaganoso  had 
told  him  that  if  he  knew  anything  ho  must  toll  thorn  about  it./  Thoy  did  net 
ask  him  to  speak  cr  ref or  to  any  spociflc  incident. 
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/_  I  subsequently  ii.dc  enquiries  L/ and  sir.ee  hostilities  co:.scd|_j 
w_a  infor.nd^by  several  people,  who  I  h  n  reason  tc  believe  knew  him, 

.that  he  diedj  I  c  urnot  remember  the  names  01  the  people  who  told  no  about 
Li-  's  death* 

,  liter,  the  2 3rd  i-wc.  her ,  l$2*3i  while  still  in  detention,  I  wus 
suuxnod  by  the  Japanese  for  interrogation^  The  interrogation  lasted 
for  nbcut  two  hours  uid  the  questioning  related  to  an  alleged  wireless 
transmitting  set  which  the  j.penose  irfomod  no  that  Dr.  Cuthbert  Arthur 
Stanley,  who  was  qumtered  with  :x  at  Chnngi  prison,  h_d  confessed  to 
being  in  possession  of.  ..s  I  was  well  awero  that  Dr.  Stanley  wes  not  in 
possession  of  such  c  sot,  I  denied  ;;ny  knowledge  of  it.  i  was  merely 
informed  that  Dr.  Stanley  hod  confessed.  They  tela  no  that  they  had  found 
the  set  in  the  prison,  but  did  not  produce  it  when  I  asked  to  see  it.  I 
was  infen. -ed  that  I  was  regarded  as  being  perfectly  innocent*  but  that  I 
was  aworo  that  Dr.  Stanley  had  the  -wireless  set  as  I  hud  warned  hiia  that  il 
was  dangerous  to  possess  it.  This  was  untrue,  ..t  t.j at  tine,  Dr.  Stanloy 
was  confined  in  the  Y.JC.C.... »  whioh  was  being  used  as  u  Japanese  military 
polioe  headquarters,  (^.Xtor  questioning  me  for  about  two  heurs,  tho 
jepenose  took  me  tc  a  rocn  in  whioh  I  was  told  one  cr  two  of  our  people 
had  been  tortured  by  electric  current.  There  wore  nuuerous  wires  lying 
about  the  reen,  but  the  apparatus  was  not  working,  I  was  then  teken  to 
..not her  roo._  on  the  Crcur.d  flcorT,  This  was  in  the  black  of_  flats  in  saith 
Street.  liio  roon  was  fairly  large  with  a  concrete  floor.  Ranging  from  th 
ceiling  was  a  rope,  tc  which  ;;y  two  ht.nds  were  tied.  I  was  thon  beaten  by 
i  large  brjaboo  stick,  iho  txaiboo  ’.:ould  bo  about  two  inches  in  diameter 
iuid  about  five  feet  long,  it  was  an  ordinary  baa.be o  used  to  carry  things 
on.  i  was  then  beaten  over  the  buttocks,  prodded  with  the  enu  of  the  pole 
over  ell  the  bony  points  of  the  body,  the  kr.eos,  the  thighs,  and  lower 
portion  of  the  spine.  The  oci.e  pole  was  used  to  knock  we  dour,  to  my  knees 
It  was  then  placed  in  c.  horizontal  position  behind  the  e  lves  of  tho  legs 
and  the  Japanese  jiu_pod  on  both  ends  of  tho  polo.  This  went  on  for  some 
tiix,  eXtor  which  the  pole  was  placed  between  ry  crtch  end  I  was  jerked  tc 
the  standing  position.  I  w.s  further  beaten  ever  the  buttocks  by  a  piece 
cf  broken  floor  be.  rd.  This  board  was  about  two  end  a  half  feet  long, 
one  and  a  half  inches  wide  and  r bout  one  iuoh  thick.  I  was  also  beaten 
with  the  buckle  end  of  a  belt. 

The  Japanese  else  kicked  rue  on  the  shins.  .Xtor  this  fori.;  of 
treatment  had  continued  for  sc.x.  tine  I  fainted,  ‘hen  I  recovered,  rjy 
huids  -.-ore  untied  tjid  the  rope  tied  round  :.y  waist*  I  was  then  swung  rounc 
ad  round  the  roor.  on  tho  rope  .uid  struck  with  piocos  of  woed  end  kicked. 

I  was  li  ter  released  end  returned  to  my  cell.  During  the  •curso_pf  tho 
r.oxt  twelve  heu T3  I  fainted  c  number  of  tiixo.  Wj  body  nas  nu lJdJ  lTcn'c  of 
the  other  interr.cos  witnessed  wliut  occurred  to  ;x  in  the  torture  room,  but 
ono  of  then  -..-as  sitting  in  the  next  room  where  the  beating  took  place. 

He  was  :r.  John  D'ltor.,  radio  scund  engineer,  nan  gor  of  a  theatre  in 
Kuala  Lumpur.  Ho  later  informed  me  that  he  h  d  hetird  all  that  wont  on 
during  ay  beating.  There  were  throe  Japanese  concerned  in  beating  no. 

They  weroj- 
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(1)  Japoncso  military  policcixin.  I  have  roasen  tc  bolievc  that  he 
held  the  rank  of  sergeant  Major,  I  do  not  know  hie  nano,  but  on 
tho  scvoral  occasions  that  I  kir  him  boforo  :nd  after  ny  beating 
he  vcb  woaring  tho  arm  p^d  of  tho  jap.  nose  military  polioe.  I 
cannot  supply  any  other  evidence  us  to  his  identity)  except  that 
I  would  bo  able  to  identify  him  again  if  I  ever  saw  him.  This 
nun  did  tho  questioning. 

(2)  A  japanosc  intorpretori  The  interpreter  was  not  woaring  japanose 
uniform  whenever  I  saw  him.  He  wee  dressed  in  Japanese  civilian 
clothing.  I  do  net  know  his  n.xx..  «s  far  ns  i  can  roccubor,  he 
was  an  interpreter  attached  solely  to  the  Japanese  military  police 
I  dc  not  think  I  would  be  able  to  identify  him  again. 

O)  A  Japanese  soldier  asting  as  boater  up»  This  man  took  nc  part  in 
the  interrogation.  Ho  was  merely  a  thug.  He  actually  tied  mo  up 
aiid  beat  no  with  tho  bambeof  though  tho  sergeant  h£jor  took  a  hen 
in  beating  no  as  well.  I  havo  no  kr.owledgo  that  would  assist  in 
identifying  this  nan.  I  would  not  be  able  to  identify  him  again. 

I  cannot  say  who  was  in  charge  of  the  :J.  lit  ary  police  or  offer 
any  information  in  assisting  in  establishing  the  identity  of  tho  Japanese 
responsible  for  authorising  or  performing  the  acts  of  brutality,  ns  a 
letter  of  fact,  ovory  Japanese  soldier  rosorted  to  viclcnco  as  a  natter 
of  courso . 


gp  a  result  of  ay  boatings,  I  do  not  feel  that  I  have  sufforod 
any  permanent  injuries.  For  four  months  after  ny  boating,  I  had  a  rope 
burn  on  ay  right  wrist  and  it  was  about  sevon  months  before  tho  skin 
sensetion  returned  to  that  hand.  I  also  lost  sensation  on  tho  inside 
of  both  thighs,  the  direct  rosult  cf  the  use  of  the  polo  botweon  ry  logs. 

ter  tho  beatings,  it  would  bo  about  the  end  of  December,  1943; 
I  contracted  dyooiitery  end  I  lay  on  tho  flocr  of  ;.y  cell  without  any  cove: 
ing  or  nodical  attention  for  three  v/oeks.  .i'tcr  that,  as  a  result  cf 
repeated  requests  by  ny  cell  mates,  I  was  seen  by  u  Japanese  doctor,  who 
merely  ordered  a  mouth  wash.  I  do  not  kx.ou  his  identity. 

bile  i  was  confined  ir.  the  detention  cells,  the  othox'  intornooi 
v?oro  taken  out  from  tine  to  tine  for  questioning  and  would  return  shoning 
unmistakable  signs  of  bcatixig  :.nd  torturo.  I  have  soon  my  cell  xantes 
leave  the  cell  quito  fit  nd  well  and  return  from  interrogation  boaring 
obvious  signs  of  physic:. 1  torturo.,' 

X  am  unable  tc  state  whether  the  s.ax  japancso  beat  up  my  coll 
nates  end  other  intcrncos  in  detention  who  beat  me, 

i  Mr.  Cheat lc,  Singapore  ijanagcr  for  Thomas  Cooko  and  s^s,  was 
one  man  when  i  saw  witlx  epon  wounds  on  tho  front  cf  both  knees,  end  frosh 
cigarette  burns  on  the  lower  parts  of  tho  thighs  and  back  of  the  neck. 

C.C.  Jackson,  Malayan  Transport  Beard,  another  cell  mate,  told  nc 
that  the  Japanese  hod  wronchod  his  thumb  and  broken  it.  I  was  able  to 
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verify  that  the  thumb  w;*s  freoturort.  fr.  John  Hardman,  of  the  Electrical 
Dept.,  at  jehero.  informed  me  that  ho  had  sustained  on  injury  to  the  knee 
ca  a  renal*  of  being  throrn  by  Ju-jitau  throws  by  tho  japanoso  when  hia 
hunds  woro  tied  behind  hia  back,  jji  examination  of  the  kneo  ahowod  that 
thcro  wes  an  injurj  tc  a  cartilage.  ijiothor  ccao  I  personally  oxaminod  we. 
thut  of  a  young  Indian  1.  d  nemod  Roju,  who  hod  boon  oiiplcyod  c.a  a  clerk  ir. 
the  Japanese  office  of  tho  internment  oonp.  He  had  a  fracture  of  tho  knoe 
oap  and  also  of  tho  ulnar  bono  in  one  foroarn.  I  actually  saw  tho  results 
of  Japanese  punishment  in  respect  to  tho  men  mentioned.  I  did  not  see  tho 
tortures  being  inflicted.  ifco  victl-s  used  to  toll  ac  what  tho  japanoso 
did.  Or.  hjuy  1st,  1944i  I  w~s  transfer red  to  siiie  Read  camp,  whore  I 
retrained  until  tho  end  of  hostilities.*/ 

During  the  whole  of  ry  internment  and  unknown  to  the  japujeso, 
a  complete  record  was  kept  by  various  ctjjp  officials  of  all  Incidents  und 
a  full  report  preparod.  I  was  hoad  Commandant  at  tho  comp  for  nine  months 
and  during  that  period  I  assisted  tc  rxiintoin  that  record,  ,'henevcr  it  was 
reported  that  an  incident  had  cocurrod  a  report  would  be  taken  fren  the 
victim  and  make  a  written  record  of  it.  :x  used  tc  obtain  all  the  foots, 
and  in  sene  cases  we  actually  cbtalnod  signed  statements  fron  the  victims. 
Complete  records  were  mode  of  housing,  feeding,  stores  and  supplies  and 
every  act  of  brutality,  jtwculd  be  iqpossiblo,  without  roferring  to  that 
record,  to  give  a  comploto  statement  of  overy  act  of  violence  I  witnessed, 

./ter  hestilitios  ceased,  I  do  not  know  what  happonod  to  the  men, 
my  cell  mmtes,  who  wore  beaten  up  by  tho  Japanoso,  roforred  to  in  this 
statement « 


Sc  f it  as  the  camp  rocord  is  concerned,  a  full  report  was  pre¬ 
pared  and  i  think  it  would  bo  sent  to  the  Hoioe  secretary,  cr  tho  Colonial 
Office. 


(Signed)  B.M.  JOHNS  25.IO.45. 

Statement  taken  and  signature  witnessed  by  the  undersigned ( 

(Signed)  rush 

Sergeant .  25  * 10.45 • 


Cortifiod  True  Copy 

(Signed)  HIGHET 

Captain  JSTS. 

20.2.19/|6. 
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